
Westward Expansion Study Guide 

1. Summarize how the railroad aided in the development of the West. 
 The Railroad provided a fast, easy and inexpensive way for settlers and 

immigrants to move westward. 
 Railroads provided a way for farmers and ranchers to get their crop and cattle to 

market. 
 Towns sprung up along the railroad. 

 
2. Summarize how technologies such as the railroads, steel plow, and barbed wire affected 

the development of the West. 
 Railroads provided an easy and inexpensive way for settlers and immigrants to 

move westward. 
 Railroads provided a way for farmers and ranchers to get their crop and cattle to 

market. 
 Steel plow tilled the hard packed earth of the Great Plains so sodbusters could 

plant wheat. 
 Barbed wire was invented because there were no trees in the Great Plains. 

Fences were built to protect animals and crops. 
3. Trace the changes in federal policies and compare policies to one another.  

Colonial Times White Settlers pushed Indians westward 
1830 Trail of Tears/Indian Removal Act Indians are moved to Indian Territory 

across the Mississippi river (Oklahoma) 
Civil War 1861 Indians are left alone 
Post Civil War Indians are moved to reservations and 

the government takes Indian land for the 
gold. 

 

4. Explain the social and economic effects of Westward Expansion on the Native 
Americans. Include opposing views on land ownership, displacement, and culture.  

 Settlers killed the buffalo ending the Plains Indians way of life. 
 Indians did not believe in individual land ownership. (group) 
 The U.S. government broke promises with the Indians and moved them to 

reservations 
 We did not value the Indians traditions and cultures. 

 
5. Explain and give examples of a subsidy?  



 Money or land given by the government   examples: Homestead Act    Railroad 
Act 

 
6. Identify two examples of conflict and cooperation between occupational and Indians 

and the United States government. 
 Ranchers and cowboys/ farmers - Farmers fenced in their land/ cowboys 

could not drive cattle through fenced land. 
 Indians/ U.S. government - The U.S. government broke promises with the 

Indians and moved them to reservations. 
 Indian land was valuable for natural resources. 
 Indians fought back.  

 
7. All miners did not become rich because large gold discoveries were rare. 

 
8. Many “exodusters” moved to the Great Plains because they faced discrimination and 

lack of opportunities in the East. 
 

9. The railroad had the greatest impact on bison. Herds of bison disappeared due to the 
expanding railroad lines. 

 
10. Being a cowboy was a dangerous job (occupation). Cowboys could be stampeded and 

trampled by horses and cattle. 


